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copy “ of Answers prepared by Members of the Board of National 
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— No. 1. — 

Extract from Minctes of the Board dated the 4th April 1866, 

The secretary submits a statement drawn up by the Resident Commissioner, 
and proposed by him to be sent to the Lord Lieutenant, as the observations 
which the Commissioners have been invited by the Government to make on 
the question brought under notice in letter No, i340-68, from the Under- 
secretary, Dublin Castle, transmitting copy of a letter from the Home 
Secretary, Sir George Grey, enclosing a Memorial addressed to him by the 
Roman Catholic prelates in Ireland, in which they propose certain alterations 
in the system of national education ; transmitting also, copy of a Memorial of 
the Roman Catholic bishops to the Lord Lieutenant in 1859 ; with copy of the 
answer given to it by the Government at that time. 

Ordered, that Judge O’Hagan be requested to jtrepare a statement on the 
question referred to, to be submitted to the Commissioners for consideration, 
on Tuesday next, the 10th instant, at Two o’clock. 



— No. 2. — 

Statement by the Right Honourable Alexander JUacdontixll, referred to in 
the foregoing Minute. 

Two proposals are made to the Government by the Roman Catholic prelates 
in their letter addressed to Sir George Grey. 'The first is, that in future all 
the Roman Catholic schools, which at present are attended exclusively by 
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t .'atholics, should become strictly denomimitional. The second is, that all the 
model schools at [iresent conducted by ihe Board should be at once abolished 

With regard to the first proposal, we are directed bv the Board to state that 
it would be entirely opposed to the. fundamental principles of the national 
system, and would ensure its certain and speedy ruin. The demands made hr 
the Roman Catholic prelates in their Memorial to the Irish Government in 
18oi», were suhstantially the. same as are contained under this head in the 
present letter. The answer given by Mr. Cardwell to that .Memorial is equally 
apidicable to the present demands. To that masterly State Piqjer we beg to 
refer Ids .Excellency', as the best answer that can be given to the present 
proposal. 

So long as it was generally, though erroneously, believed, that united 
education under the national system was a failure, that it was a plausible 
but a visionary scheme, it is not surprising that many sensible men were not 
umvilUug that it should he abandoned. The e.';|jeriment has, however, now 
proved eminently successful Intlie province of Ulster, containing about two 
millions of people, and which is the only part of Ireland where the Protestants 
and Roman Catholics are found in nearly equal numbers, the mixed schools 
form 86 per cent, of all the national schools. 

The proportion of mixed schools as compared with those attended by children 
of only one denomination is constantly increasing throughout Ireland. Thus 
for e.x^ple, in 1859 there were 80,127 Protestants, and 215,213 Roman 
Catholic children, attending mixed schools during the single quarter ended 
31st December. During the same quarter in the year 1865, there were 103 593 
Protestants and 239,890 Roman Catholics, receiving united education iu 
national schools. Of (he entire Protestant pupils educated during the year 
under the Board, more than four-fifths are educated iu mixed schools. 

Compared with the number of Roman Catholics attending national schools 
Iimier Roman Catholic management in which Protestants are educated, the 
Protestant pupils are admittedly often few in number. In the south, middle, 
and west of Ireland, where the Protestant poor are in the country districts 
scattered almost everywhere, but notvhere collected in large numbers, three or 
four Protestant children will often be found in national schools amongst 97 
Roman Catholic pupils. This fact has usually been produced as a proof of the 
tottd failure of united education. But, surely, the, smaller is the minority of 
Protestant pupils in a national school, the more do they need that that school 
■should be accessible to them, as it is impossible for them to he educated in a 
school of their own church ; and the more do they require in the existing 
national school the protection of our rules against prosclytism or injustice of 
any kind. Where the minority amounts to 20 or 30, they can to a great 
degree protect themselves from injustice. But the rules of the Board not only 
protect the minority of two or three from being oppressed, but effectuaUy 
prevent the 97 from being oppressors. They are bound to do and to say 
nothing within the walls of any national school from year’s end to year’s end, 
tiiat can give pain to a single child of a different faith from tlieir own. If the 
Protcrtant minority are thus saved from all interference with their religious 
faith, the Roman Cath.olic majority are, at the same time, habituated to the 
constant exercise of true practical charity ; and they do, in fact, exhibit the 
most scrupulous regard for the feelings of those who differ from them both in 
]*eligion and in race. 

^^’reat as are the advantages of united education in u country circumstanced 
like Ireland, the Commissioners could not conscientiously support it. were it 
proved to be less favourable than denominational education to the sound secular 
education of the people, or could it be proved to endanger the faith of the 
children. But what is the fact? United education has been established in 
Ireland for 34 years. The secular instruction enjoyed under it, is admitted to 
be superior to that enjoyed by the poor of almost any orhor nation. And the 
people, Roman Catholic as well as Protestant, who have been educated in 
national schools, are confessedly as religious, and as moral, as any in the world. 

The very persons who denounce the national schools as “ Godless”, and as 
unfiu curable to the Roman Catholic faith, are the loudest in asserting, with 
perlcct truth, that the Catholic iioor of Ireland, educated as they almost 
entirely have been during the last 34 years in national schools, are the most 
devoted, and the most moral Roman Catholics in Europe 

The 
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The success of the national system, especially with respect to united education 
ivas, tor a long time, impeded by the opposition of the members, both clerical 
and lay, of the Established Church. Had they from the first zealously adopted 
the system m a noble spirit of impartiality, its good results, great as they have 
been in spite of ail opposition, would have been infinitely ereater. To 
substitute for it any Protestant system, or to endeavour to work tbe present 
natioiiEd system in an ungenerous and sectarian spiiit, is now proved to be 
impossible. Now, therefore, is the time when, if the Government firmly 
resists all attempts to abolish united education, we may confidently expect 
that the great bulk of the Irish landlords will employ upon the national schools 
on tneir estates those large sums of money, and, what is of far more importance 
those benevolent feelings which have hitherto been, in too many cases, wasted 
upon the maintenance of schools that can never be accepted by the ereat 
majority of the people of Ireland. 

With regard to the second proposal of the Roman Catholic prelates, that the 
model schools of the Commissioners should be forthwith abolished, the 
Commissioners direct us to say that, even if those schools were for the time 
exclusively attended by Protestants, that circumstance would not form a valid 
ground for their abolition. These schools were from the first regarded by the 
founders of the national system as an essential part of it. They were warmly 
supported by the two Roman Catholic primates, Archbishop Murray, and' 
Archbishop CroUy (names that ought never to be mentioned by the friends of 
impartial education and religious peace in Ireland Avithout reverence and 
gratitude), and they were at first denounced by the great majority of the 
members of the Established Church. And yet the Board, trusting that time 
and reason would mitigate the opposition of their Protestant countrymen ; 
convinced that, while the model schools greatl)'' benefited the Roman Catholics 
who attended them, they could not possibly injure the Protestants who 
declined to do so ; never thought of abandoning these schools in consequence 
of Pi'otestant opposition. At present the case is somewhat reversed. About 
a half only of the pupils are Catholics. The schools have indeed been 
denounced by the Roman Catholic bishops ; but there is no portion of the 
national system so cordially and so universally approved of by Protestants as 
are the model schools. The Protestants now see that, without these model 
schools it would be impossible for the future teachers of the 6,300 ordinary 
national schools to be trained from early boyhood for their calling ; that without 
these schools no perfect models could be exhibited throughout Ireland of the 
best methods of popular education; above all that no other examples 
approaching to them in excellence could be presented to tbe people of Ireland 
of the advantages of united education, and of the best means for carrying it 
into effect. Could it indeed be proved that these model schools, however 
beneficial to Protestants, were injurious to the faith or to the secular education 
of the Roman Catholics, who either attended or declined to attend them, the 
Government might be justified in abolishing them. But no one can with truth 
assert that they are, in any respect, injurious to Roman Catholics. The most 
that can be said against them is, what is to be deeply deplored, that they have 
been denounced by the Spiritual guides of the great majority of the people of 
Ireland, and that, in consequence, they have been, in many cases deserted in a 
great degree by the Roman Catholic laity. The Commissioners, however, trust 
that this opposition will gradually decline, as has been the case with respect to 
that of the members of the Established Church. 



Had anything approaching to compulsion, or dishonest inducements, been 
held out to the attendance of Roman Catholic pupils at these schools, much 
might be said against them. But so far from this being the case, the Com- 
missioners have never refused to endow, in the immediate neighbourhood of a 
model school, a well conducted rival school under Roman Catholic management, 
though well aware that it had been established for the express purpose of drawing 
away from the model school the Roman Catholic children attending it. And 
for so doing, the Board has incurred the severe censure of many of its warmest 
Protestant supporters. 

So long, however, as these model schools continue to be, as they now are, 
amongst the best examples in the world of sound secular instruction, free from 
all danger of proselytism, — so long as they are crowded with children anxious 
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t(i ue educated there in jirefi rence to all other schools,— the Commissioners will 
continue to support them on the same grounds of justice, and of public opori 
that have induced them, at all hazards, to support their Roman Catholic Con! 
vent schools, against the vehement opposition of the Protestants of Ireland' 
who do not avail themselves of these schools, and who regard them as entirely 
unsuitable for miiied education, ‘ ' 

Alexr. MaedomieH. 



— No. 3. - 

Exteact from Minutes of the Board, dated the 10th April 1866. 

In compliance with the desire of the Commissioners, as expressed at their 
last meeting. Judge O’Hagan submits a reply whicli he has prepared as 
requested, and which he proposes to be sent to the Lord Lieutenant in answer 
to the letter (No. 1340-66) from the Under Secretary, Dublin Castle, enclosing 
a copy of letter from the Home Secretary, Sir George Grey, enclosing a Memo” 
rial addressed to him by the Roman Catholic prelates in Ireland, in which they 
propose certain alterations in the system of national education ; and also a 
copy of the Memorial from the Roman Catholic Bishops to the Lord Lieu 
tenant in 1869, with copy of the answer given to it by Government at that 
time. 

Ordered, that the answer proposed by Judge O’Hagaii be agreed to as 
follows, and be forwarded to vSir Thomas Larcoin, viz. 

Office of National Education, 11 April I860. 

\\ E are directed by the Commissioners of National Education to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the ,‘jth February, forwarding for their con- 
sideration a copy of a letter from the Home Department, in which wtis enclosed 
Right Honourable Sir George Grey, on the part of 
the Roman Catholic jirelates in Ireland, on the subject of the. national system 
of education, and requesting us to move the Commissioners to favour you 
with their observations thereon for his Excellency’s information. 

The Commissioners regret that the absence from Dublin of several Members 
of their Board, chiefly on judicial bu.siness at the Assizes, has naturally delayed 
tJieir reply. 

Concurring cordially and unanimously with the opinion expressed by Sir 
George Grey, on behalf of Her Majesty’s Government, that the system of 
naUonai education is well adapted to the peculiar circumstances of Ireland, 
and has been the means of conferring very great advantages on this country, 
the Commissioners also would regard with sincere regret any step tending to 
Its overthrow. >=> j i o 

But for many years, ^though pamphlets, essays, jind books have been issued 
in great numbers, assailing the National Board in various ways, the Commis- 
sioners have never replied to any of tliese publications. They have regarded 
themselves as an administrative body, whose function is to act and not to argue, 
and they have deliberately avoided any attempt at controversy which, conducted 
by them as a body, would demand an impossible identity of opinion. 

By the adoption of this course they venture to think that they have 
accomplished much good for the people of Ireland, which, but for it, they 
would have been unable to achieve; and they point with satisfaction to the 
tact that whilst, during the past eight years, very powerful paities, hostile to 
each other, have on distinct and inconsistent grounds, united in attack on the 
Board, the Commissioners have increased the number of their schools within 
that period from 5,408 to 6,3/2. 

Cemtinuing to believe that the policy they have hitherto pursued is wise and 
sound, as it h^ been successful, the Commissioners beg to be relieved from 
of departure from it, by malcing the observations on the Memorial 
ot the Kortan Catholic prelates, which the letter of Sir George Grey invites 
them to oner. That Memorial raises almost every question with reference to 
national education which has been agitated in later years, and a fit coneidera- 

tion 
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tioB of it would mvolve the detailed discussion of all those questions which for 
the reasons already indicated, the Commissioners conceive fo be, on their part, 
inexpedient and undesirable. 

will continue to^dmiuister the system to the utmost of their power, 
with impartiality and emciency ; and tiiay will be ready to supply to the 
Government any information which may he desired as to its cliaracter ami 
results. 



The Under Secretary, 
&c. &c. &c. 
Duidin Castle. 



We are, &c. 

(signed) Jam^s Kelly, 

Wm. McOreedy, 

Secretaries, 
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COPY of An-swers prepared by Member-s of the B0.1.RD 
of Natiox.u, Educahon in Ireland, in reply fo Let- 
ter of late Goversmsnt to the Commissioners of 
National Education, on the subject of the Letter of 
the Homan Catholic Bishops, of January 1866, to Sic 
Qeorge Orey, demanding the Introduction of the 
Denominational System into certain Schools, and 
the Destrvciion of the Model Schools. 



{Sir Robert Peel.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

25 July 1867. 
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Sltplemental return to an Order of ihe Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated ii July 1867;— /or, 



COPY “ of Answers prepared by Members of the Board of National 
Education in Ireland, one by Judge O’ Hagan and the other by the 
Resident Commissioner, the Right Honourable Alexander Macdonnell, 
in reply to Letter oflate Government to the Commissioners of National 
Education, on the subject of the Letter of the Roman Catholic Bishops 
of January 1866, to Sir George Grey, demanding the Introduction of the 
Denominational System into certain Schools, and the Destruction 
of tile Model Schools.” 



Office of National Education, 

29 July 1867. 

In reference to our letter of the 18th instant, forwarding Returns to the 
Orders of the House of Commons, we have to state as regards the order of the 
1 1th July, that the documents we forwarded, were 

{a.) Copy of the answer prepared by the Right Honourable Alexander 
Macdonneil, and 

(i.) A copy of the Minute of the Board, which was in substance the 
draft prepared by the Right Honourable Mr. Justice O’Hagan. 

However, on reconsidering the terms of the Order of the House of Commons, 
it is deemed that the Order related to the original draft of the answer, as 
prepared by Judge O’Hagan ; and we accordingly request you to take steps to 
amend the return, by inserting the original draft, a copy of which we herewith 
send, instead of the INlinute of the Board, as communicated in our letter of 
the 18th. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) James Kelly, 

Major General Wm. H. Newell, Secretaries. 

Sir T. A. Larcom, k.c.b., Under Secretary, 

Dublin Castle. 



Draft of Letter prepared by the Right Honourable Mr. Justice O'Hao^an, 
as submitted to Board 10th April 1866. ° 

Sir, 

W E are directed by the Commissioners of National Education to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 5th of February, forwai’ding for their con- 
sideration a copy of a letter from the Home Department, in which was enclosed 
a Memorial addressed to Sm George Grey, on the part of the Roman Catholic 
Prelates in Ireland, on the subject of the nationi system of education, and 
requesting us to move the Commissioners to favour you with their observations 
thereon for his Excellency’s information. 

The Commissioners regret that the absence from Dublin of several members 
of the Board chiefly on judicial business at the assizes, has necessarily delayed 
their reply. 

Concurring, cordially and unanimously, with the opinion expressed by Sir 
George Grey, on behalf of Her Majesty’s Government, that the system of 
national education “ is well adapted to the peculiar circumstances of Ireland,” 
and has been the means of conferring very great advantages on this country,” 
the Commissioners also would regard with sincere regret any step tending to 
its overthrow.” 
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But for many years, although pamphlets, essays, and books have been issued 
in great numbers, assailing the National Hoard in various ways, the Commis 
sioners have never replied to any of those publications. 

They have regarded themselves as an administrative body, whose function is 
to act and not to argue. 

Although in full harmony with each other as to the general scheme and 
working of the system, they entertain their own individual views on the com'pa 
rath e value of the several portions of it, and the modifications it may from time 
to time require. And they have deliberately avoided any attempt at contro- 
versy, whicli, conducted by them as a body, would demand an impossible identity 
of opinion. I 

By the adoption of this course, they venture to think that they have accom- 
plished much good for the people of Ireland, which, but for it, tliey would have 
been unable to achieve ; and they point with satisfaction to the fact that 
whilst, during the past eight years, very powerful parties, hostile to each other 
have, on distinct and inconsistent grounds, united in attack upon the Board’ 
the Commissioners have increased the number of their schools within that neriorl 
from b,408 to 6,372. ^ 

Continuing to believe that the policy they have heretofore pursued is wise and 
sound, as it has been successful, the Commissioners beg to be relieved from the 
necessity of departure from if, by making the observations on the Memorial of 
the Roman Catholic Prelates, which the letter of Sir George Grey invites them 
to offer. 

That Memorial raises almost every question which has been agitated in the 
augij controversy of later years, and a fit consideration of it would involve the 
detailed discussion of all those questions which, for the reasons already in- 
dicated, the Commissioners conceive to be, on their part, inexpedient and 
undesirable. 

They will continue to administer the system of national education to the 
utmost of their power, with impartiality and efficiency ; and they will be ready 
to supply to the Government any information which may be desired as to its 
character and results. 

We are, &c. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL RETURN. 



COPY of Anstv'ers prepared by Members of the Board 
of National Education iuJreUindyUi reply to Let- 
ter of late Gorernmeat to the Commissioners of 
Isational Education, on the subject of the Letter of 
the Roman Catholic Bishops, of January 1866, to Sir 
(xeorge Gi'ey, demanding the Introduction of the 
Denominational Systeji into certain Schools, and 
the Destruction of the Model Schools. 



(iS’tV Hohert Peel,) 



Orde7'ed, by The House of Commons, to be ’Frinted, 

2 August 1867* 
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